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From the Principal's Pen
Dear MKES Families,

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for
your patience and support during our heating
emergency and we had to close school on November
17th.  We understand how inconvenient it can be to
have school closed, and before we made the decision to
close we explored many options to stay open with the
building at a reasonable temperature.  Unfortunately,
this was not possible.  Again, I am so grateful for how
everyone handled the emergency.  Thank you.

School Safety
As your school principal, safety is my highest priority.  In
an effort to maintain a safe school, we need to partner. 
 I’d like to remind you of some important safety
guidelines and expectations for students, and give you a
couple of suggestions to help keep your child(ren) safe. 
 Together, we can continue to ensure that students,
teachers, staff, and visitors are safe at MKES. 



From the Principal's Pen
Students must arrive at school between 8:45 and 9:00. They must
arrive between 8:45 and 8:55 if they want to have breakfast. 
If students arrive after 9:00 they must enter school through the
main lobby and get a late pass.
Students arrive and dismiss from multiple doors where a staff
member is assigned to greet and ensure all students enter the
building safely . 
A staff member is assigned to the lobby desk all day to assist with
students and adults entering our school. Adults entering for any
reason need to have scheduled appointments and proper
identification.  All entries will be verified prior to allowing access. 
 Yes, we do know many of our families, but some of us do not know
everyone.  Please have your ID ready at all times.
Dismissal begins at 3:00.
Family members are not permitted to drive or walk through the bus
loop to drop-off or pick-up child(ren).  Please wait for traffic to slow
down if and when you need to speak to an adult.
Whenever possible, please make dismissal changes using School
Dismissal Manager.  Please verify all last-minute changes by
contacting the front office (914-666-2677).  Please contact us if you
need help setting up your School Dismissal Manager.
Please be sure to sign your child(ren) out when picking them up. 
 This helps us know where every student is and how they have left
the building.

Important guidelines to remember:



From the Principal's Pen
Be Safe.  Be Respectful.  Be Responsible.
Students are frequently reminded that their school is safe, and to report
anything they see or hear that makes them feel unsafe to a trusted adult.  We
encourage students to tell in two places; at home and in school.
Students should ask permission before leaving any learning environment,
and never leave the school grounds without being signed out by a family
member.
Students will be closely monitored during transitions and in hallways by all
staff in the building. Hall passes will be given out to visit the nurse.

If you hear something concerning from your child, please don’t hesitate to
reach out to us.  Teachers, clinicians, and school leadership are always
available if you have a concern.  Likewise, we will reach out to parents in a
timely manner when we have concerns.
Teach your child(ren) to memorize emergency contact information.  This
includes the name, telephone number, and address of a family member.
Remind your child(ren) to never leave the school grounds without permission.
Remind your child(ren) that they are exceptionally valuable.  Reporting
incidents, or telling an adult at school when they hear or see something is not
tattling.  Tattling is when you try to get someone in trouble. Reporting is
when you try to make things better. 
Teach your child(ren) that not everyone is a friend.  They may think everyone
in the chat room or everyone they are sharing information with is a friend,
however, when people become fearful, deleted information may surface. 
Students should not be bringing toys, valuables, or anything dangerous to
school.

Expectations for students and learning environments:

Safety Suggestions

At MKES, we are recognizing the importance of reinforcing and practicing high
levels of safety throughout the day because we have your children.  Our

responsibility for keeping our students, staff and school safe is a top priority, so
thank you for joining us in this effort.  Wishing you an abundant season, with

holiday tidings that are joyous, and a New Year full of good health, hope, peace,
and prosperity.

With Tremendous Love and Respect,
Inas



Pre-K



Let's Celebrate 
with Kindergarten! 

The fun continues in kindergarten in December! Students will
be extending their learning in Science Unit 1: Weather and

Seasons, and focus on the changes that happen as we
transition from Fall to Winter. Students will make fun projects

and do arts and crafts related to the winter season. We will
also continue learning about our families and how families

celebrate different winter holidays such as Christmas,
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and New Year’s. We will read stories that
reflect different cultures and traditions. We hope that parents

can join us for our annual Holiday Sing. Stay tuned for an
invitation!

 
Focus questions for the month: 

What changes happen in Winter?
What do we need to stay warm in Winter?  

What holidays do you celebrate with your family? 
 

Reminders:  Please make sure that your child is dressed
appropriately for the weather.  Students will continue playing

outside for recess. Have your child practice putting on their
jacket and zipping it. We also encourage students to store

their gloves in their pockets and their hats in their sleeves to
keep everything together.  

 
 
 
 



READY…SET… GO
First graders were on the go and enjoyed two community

walking trips. We visited the Mount Kisco Public Library
and the Mount Kisco Firehouse to enhance our study of

community and community helpers.
 

First graders were super excited about getting a library
card and checking out a book! How wonderful for our
bilingual learners to be able to explore the children’s

English and Spanish sections of the library. Our readers
are growing everyday and can celebrate their love of
learning in a new way! Will you be planning your own

family trip to the library soon? We can’t wait to hear all
about it! 

 
Visiting the firehouse was definitely a highlight! We are so
thankful to have the firefighters take time to meet with us

and share important information about fire safety,
equipment, and vehicles. 



Winter Fun in Second
Grade!

The cold weather is officially here, but that hasn’t stopped the second graders
from having fun! We have been busier than ever in the classroom. Here are some

highlights…
 

-We’re now writing Nonfiction expert pieces! The kids have thought of topics
they know a lot of information about and are busy writing all about them.

-We’re also reading nonfiction! The kids have been taking a reading to learn
approach by choosing nonfiction books.

-Math rolls along strong! We have been using a hands-on approach to learning
which everyone has thoroughly enjoyed.

-Science is off and running! The kids have started experimenting and learning
about materials and matter.

 
Through it all we’re making sure to connect with our feelings and emotions on a
daily basis. All feelings are valid and important and we’re making a point to allow

all emotions come to light.
 

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE! Read with your child every single night! Your support
at home goes a long way to helping us in the classroom.

 
Be sure to dress for the cold weather and send a snack with your child every day.

 
-The Second Grade Teachers 



3rd Grade
Happy December! Third grade is gearing up for their

non -fiction unit. In Reading, students will analyze
texts and discuss a variety of text features. Students
will organize facts they learned from reading their

non-fictions books.  In writing, students will be
creating their own expert topic books. Ask your child

what topic they are writing about! In Math, we
continue to practice multiplication facts. When you

are driving to school, sports, dance or a friend’s house,
quiz your child on some multiplication facts. The

more you can squeeze multiplication practice in on a
daily basis, the quicker your child will learn the facts,
and the faster they will become at solving multi-step
multiplication problems. We hope you have a Happy

Holiday and a wonderful New Year! 
 
 

<3 The Third Grade Team 
Ms. Rakoff, Srta. Espinal, Ms. Nigro and Sra. Robinson 

 



4th Grade
You should be excited to read it.
You should be able to read it smoothly.  
You should understand what the story is about and be able to retell it.

It doesn’t sound smooth, like a read aloud book.
It’s difficult to read many of the words.
You don’t really understand what’s happening.
The print is really small and close together.

Read it as if you are in the book.
Figure out confusing parts by rereading or jotting on a post-it.
Make predictions and write down questions.

The fourth graders have been busy reading fiction books.  One of our main focuses has
been talking about how to choose good books and the importance of reading, reading,

reading!  How should you choose an independent reading book?

 
How do you know if a book is too difficult? 

 
How should you read your book?

 
Fourth graders should be reading daily at home in both languages.  In addition, we

encourage you to continue reading to your child.  Fourth graders still love to hear good
stories!  Try to read books that your child might find difficult to read themselves, but that

they can understand when they hear them read aloud.  Chapter books are great, but
fourth graders still love picture books, too!  

 
Also, we wanted to thank our dedicated families for supporting your child through their
first book project. We look forward to seeing the finished projects!  Finally, we would like

to wish you all a Happy Holidays and a healthy and prosperous New Year!
 

Jessica Ureña
Grace Milde
Jason Wein

Gloria Pulgarin
Gina Ahearn

 



The fifth grade is unrolling our new
science curriculum this year, and
the first unit is called “Space
Systems: Stars and the Solar
System.” In the first several lessons,
our classes discussed one of the
core ideas in Unit 1:  the orbits of the
Earth around the sun, and the
moon around the earth, result in
observable patterns. These patterns
include day and night and  the
changing size and direction of
shadows due to the rotation and
revolutions of the earth and the
moon. In subsequent lessons, we
will explore the concept of gravity,
as well as the fact that the sun is a
medium sized star that appears
bigger than all other stars based on
its proximity to earth. Stay tuned for
more updates as we continue with
this science unit, as well as our
second unit:  “Structure and
Properties of Matter.”

5th Grade



What did you do 
in school today?

By ESOL Team
‘What did you do in school today?’  This is the question on many parents' lips when their children come
home from school.  “Nothing!” is the usual refrain.  “I don’t remember!” is also a very popular answer. 
 Another similar question is, “How was school today?”  The non-answers often heard in response include
“Good”, “Fine”, and “OK”.  

 As a parent, you want to connect with your child, to discover what he or she has been enjoying and learning
during the school day.  However, sometimes the questions turn into conversation stoppers instead of
conversation starters! How can you get your child to open up and talk about the day? What does it take?
 Here are a couple of questions that might solicit longer and more detailed answers;  
-Tell me about one thing you did in class/school today that made you laugh?  Why?
-What was the most interesting thing you learned in _______ today?  (name a specific class, such as,
literacy, math, social studies, PE, music, library) Why?
 I wondered whether or not the questions would really work and decided to try them out.  Here are some of
the students’ answers.  

First, I tried the question, “Tell me about one thing you did in class today that made you laugh?” The
responses were not what I had hoped, and included blank stares, “Nothing,” and “My friend at lunch.”
 So I tried, “What was the most interesting thing you did in _____ today?” (place the name of any of their
daily classes: literacy, math, social studies, PE, music, library in the blank space)  The fourth and fifth grade
students I asked  had much longer and more detailed responses to this question. 
 “I liked talking with my partner about word meanings in literacy class.  I like to talk when I am in a small
group or with a partner,” said one 5th grader.

 “I started a new independent reading book.  I bought it at the book fair because it is the next one in a series
and I can’t wait to read it” was a 4th grade student’s response.  So far so good!
 “Math rounding.  I’ve never done it before….I wanted to learn to estimate the quotient.”  Not bad!  What’s a
quotient again?  Just kidding!  You could ask them to explain it!
 “I liked making a map of New York.  I have the main parts of a map and I am coloring it.”
This question was the winner!  If you try it, I’ll bet you will have an informative and fun conversation
about something that caught your child’s attention at school.

 Good Luck!



Sports Section
Rylan Borror, Craig Henley, and Melissa Ponzio 

Our MKES students had a great November in PE!

Our Kisco Kids finished up their soccer unit and received their class’s 2022 World
Cup team to track and follow over the next few weeks of the tournament.  The PE
coaches will award the World Cup winning class with a pizza party once the
tournament ends on December 18th!  A few of our faculty and staff members have
been assigned countries as well, with the Encore teachers drawing Germany!  Go
Germany!  Our upper grade students have also recently completed their fitness
tests, and all of our students have participated in a few fun Thanksgiving themed
activities.  We look forward to beginning our floor hockey unit in early December
which is always a big hit!

Additionally, we have our new GOLDEN SNEAKER WINNERS announcement!!  The
Golden Sneaker is an award given to two students in each grade, every month, for
their outstanding efforts in PE.  These deserving recipients have demonstrated
outstanding sportsmanship, attitude, and effort in class, and their pictures are
hanging on the bulletin board outside the gym!  Stop by and check them out! 

Here are our November Golden Sneaker Winners:
5th- Selene Chiariello, Eric Rusu
4th- Eric Esquival, Stephanie Callahan
3rd- Hazel Beck Ley, Aiden Vener
2nd- Anabelle Cutney Olivia Wege
1st- Sailor Briar, Josie Lubinsky
K- Justin Bu Munoz, Ethan Recinos

Congratulations to our November Golden Sneaker Winners.



Notes from Mr. Filetto
The fifth grade band has been working hard on their Winter
Concert music! The concert is Thursday, December 15th at

7:00 PM in the gym. Band students should arrive in concert
dress (white on top, black on bottom) no later than 6:30 PM
in the multi-purpose room. The 5th grade students will also
be presenting their concert music during the school day for

the other students, so please make sure they bring their
instruments to school on December 15th.  

 
Fourth graders continue to make progress in their band

lessons. The beginning elements of learning an instrument
are the foundation of everything else that happens, even

into adulthood. Keep your children practicing and focused
on good posture and proper breathing. A good sound

develops when students continue to play long tones and
hear the beautiful characteristic sound of their instruments.
Fourth graders are also working on learning to read music, a

completely separate but also critically important skill.  



The Importance of Handwriting 
Improvement for ALL Students!

 

Many students across all grade levels have difficulty writing clear letters and numbers for their
teacher to understand.  Incorrect letter formation slows down their ability to write for a longer
period of time.  This can frustrate both the student and the teacher.

In the article,  “Why is handwriting still important in the digital age?” on www.penheaven.com,
here are a few interesting facts about the importance of handwriting:

The Educational Benefit:  The majority of our exams and quizzes are still handwritten. Therefore,
students who are not able to write legibly place themselves at a severe disadvantage to those who
can. This means that despite the incorporation of technology into the classroom, focus should still
be placed on students’ ability to write without the help of technology.
Handwriting Has Many Cognitive Benefits:  Handwriting reinforces our reading and language
processing skills. Writing by hand allows time to slow down the thought process enabling the
writer to think about the words, how they are spelt and the structure of the writing.  Handwriting
can also improve our memory. 
Handwriting Has Many Benefits for Creative Writing:  Writing with pen and paper helps to rid you
of the distractions of the digital world. When typing there can be a tendency to edit as you go
along rather than letting your ideas flow. 
Handwriting Is Less Restrictive:  Pencil and paper can allow you to think more freely when doing
things, such as brainstorming. A blank page, a pen, and no restrictions as to where you can write,
allows you to link things together, circle important points and add side notes wherever makes
sense. 
It Forms Part of Our Culture:  Writing forms a unique and irreplaceable part of our culture.
Handwriting styles are unique to the individual and something which simply cannot be replicated
with a keyboard.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



Make Practicing Fun:  Offer your child a special pencil or a selection of
colored pencils. Don't just give your child words to copy. Try simple word
puzzles, anagrams, a game of hangman, or ask your child to brainstorm
lists around a theme to give writing practice a purpose.
Encourage Drawing and Puzzle Games:  In order to develop the physical
requirements of writing — holding a pencil correctly, posture, control,
dexterity, coordination — the more time your child spends manipulating
objects, the better. Even using silverware can help him develop his fine-
motor skills.
Pinpoint the Problem:  Common handwriting problems lie in four main
areas: letter formation, sizing, spaces between words, and line-
alignment. Focus your child's practice on the letters or concepts that
challenge him/her and make sure they are using two hands to control
the paper.
The Right Tools:  If your child's struggling with a regular pencil, try a
smaller or shorter, kid-sized one. Ensure he/she has a good eraser handy
so they are not afraid of making mistakes.  If you do not have a supply of
paper at home, you can use paper bags, dry erase boards and markers
from the dollar store, or even ask your local library for a few pieces of
paper when you visit each week to borrow books.
Writing Outside the Box:  A foggy mirror, patch of mud, sand at the park,
or snow on the sidewalk make great surfaces. Whether your child's
practicing with their fingers, a stick, or a pencil, inspiring creativity will
lend appeal to writing.  Shaving cream on a table with a finger for a pen
is also a fun way to practice forming letters.

Here are a few suggestions on how to help improve handwriting at home
according to www.Scholastic.com:
 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Learning Specialists:  
Andrew Weidmann, Brianna Leslie, Deneane Carozza, 

Marie Lou Gilbert, and Leigh Viviano


